
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This study is designed to help you grow in Bible literacy and Bible application. In doing so, it has three 
goals. First, it seeks to deepen your understanding of a sermon series in an all-church study in a way 
that will enable you to retain what you learn. Second, it seeks to train you to ask better questions of 
any biblical text on your own. Third, it seeks to help equip you and challenge you to do what the Bible 
teaches. 
 
Many of us come to our study of the Bible eager to pull from its wisdom what will help us to live 
differently. And we should. But before we can move from awareness of what we don’t know of the 
text to awareness of what we should do in response to the text, we must move through the learning 
process. This study is designed to help you learn and employ that process. 
 
The measure of maturity for a follower of Jesus is often based on knowledge – how much do we know 
about a particular passage or topic in the Bible? Then there’s a little bit of talk about obedience – how 
do we put what we learned into practice? Perhaps the least talked about and implemented step is 
sharing what we have learned and done – who do I need to tell what God is showing me? All three 
(knowledge, obedience, and sharing) are equally important in the life of a disciple of Jesus. 
 
We desire to “study the Scriptures” in ways that connect us with Jesus. We come to the sacred text 
with the purpose of growing more and more in a vital relationship with Jesus, learning to respond in 
faith as we encounter Him, and then sharing with others what we are learning and doing. There are 
many different ways to engage with God’s Word. This study guide is one of those ways. 
 
When we study the Bible together, we want to think of ourselves more like detectives rather than 
lawyers. Approaching the text like a lawyer would mean only looking for parts that support the 
particular case we want to make. On the other hand, as detectives, we are going to look under every 
stone, try to see everything there is to see, and draw conclusions based on what we find. 
 
Studying the Bible together in groups allows us to hear from everyone in the room and be shaped and 
challenged by the ways the Holy Spirit is interacting with all of us together. We are better together! 
God works through the unique lives of everyone in the group – our stories, cultural perspectives, and 
experiences – and the observations and questions that each unique person can bring will give our 
study of Scripture more depth and richness. “As iron sharpens iron” goes the Proverb, each person in 
the circle is a gift to the rest of us as we seek to grow in wisdom, understanding, obedience, and 
sharing. 
 
  

INTRODUCTION 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to week 1! The goal for this week is not to necessarily cover all the questions and 
discussion points below. Instead, it is about becoming more like Jesus, learning to listen to His 
voice, to put into action what you’ve learned, and to share it with someone else as we study 
four characteristics of disciples of Jesus.  

CHECK-IN (10-15 minutes) 
Who is in your group? (Share email and/or phone numbers)  

________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________  

Below is a list of questions you can discuss as a group. You won’t have time to go through all of 
them, but pick one or two and let each person share for a minute.  

• What are you most looking forward to in this group? 	
• Tell us about your family, work, and personal hobbies. 	
• What is one thing that you are excited or intrigued by right now? 	

OPENING PRAYER (2 minutes) 
Invite someone to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide and speak through each part of the study.  

 

WEEK 1: GRACE 



OBSERVATION (10-15 minutes) 
 
In this series we will be studying Joshua 24:1-15. As Joshua came to the end of his life, he 
called the leaders of Israel together for one final message. We want to understand what we 
are studying together in the larger context of the whole chapter. 
 
Take 2-3 minutes to read Joshua 24:1-28 quietly to yourself. There’s a lot there. Don’t get 
caught up in the details. See it from a bigger perspective. 

• What’s one thing that jumped out at you? 
• There’s no agenda to “get it right” during this time. Stay focused on “observation” 

without drifting into interpretation. 
 

Have someone read Joshua 24:1-10 out loud. 
• Allow 2-3 minutes for everyone, on their own, to underline or circle any key 

observations. Look for repeated words, different verb tenses, and connections. 
• What’s one thing that jumped out at you? 

 
Have someone read Joshua 24:11-13 out loud. 

• Allow 2-3 minutes for everyone, on their own, to underline or circle any key 
observations. Look for repeated words, different verb tenses, and connections. 

• What’s one thing that jumped out at you? 
 
INTERPRETATION (15-20 minutes) 
 
Use your observation to let your curiosity out as you begin to interpret what is written in 
Joshua 24:1-13. 
 
Allow 5 minutes to create a list of questions about this passage that would help you to unpack 
the significance and meaning in the text. Ask someone to write down the questions. When we 
read Scripture, the first and foremost reason is to know God – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
We want to ask questions that help us to know God and grow in a vital relationship with God. 
One question you can ask of any text is: What does this text reveal about the character and 
heart of God? 
 
  



Questions about Joshua 24:1-13: 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________   

 
Now begin spending time looking for answers to the top questions your group landed on. We 
want to explore what the original intent and significance of the text is before turning to 
application. It is easy to stray into opinions or things we’ve heard before, so help keep each 
other in interpretation mode by asking, “Where do we see that in the text?” 
 
Have someone write down the answers for the above questions and include the specific 
Scripture reference used to answer each question. 
 
Interpretation about Joshua 24:1-13: 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

 
Example of question and answer from Joshua 24:1-13: 

• Question: Why is Joshua giving a history lesson to the leaders of Israel? 
 

• Answer: So they will remember all the ways God has been at work in them and for them 
from the very beginning. 

 
Finally, discuss what you think the author hoped the original audience would get from this 
text. 
 
 
 
 



APPLICATION (15-20 minutes) 
 
Good application begins with God. The Bible is first and foremost a story about God, who He 
is, and what He is doing. Flowing from that, application allows the biblical text to speak into 
our everyday, ordinary lives. It calls us to action and allows the Holy Spirit to connect the dots 
from what we are reading to our real lives, relationships, and decisions. Each week in this 
series we are looking at what it means to be a part of the family of God and your earthly 
family. 
 
As you decide what the Holy Spirit is leading you to do with what you just learned, make sure 
it’s something concrete you can actually do. Move from “be a better husband” to “spend an 
extra 10 minutes at the table after dinner talking with my wife three days this coming week.” 
The problem with the first one is, you don’t know if you have succeeded. The second one, you 
will definitively know. 
 
Look back at the answers to your questions. Think about some active response that will 
tangibly express the application this week. It might be from the three points from the sermon 
on Sunday of how to build a grace-based family: 

1. Remember who you were. 
2. God’s timing is perfect. 
3. God is fighting for you. 

 
What are you personally going to do this week in light of what the Holy Spirit revealed to you 
about Joshua 24:1-13? 
      _________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________ 

 
Everyone doesn’t need to apply the text in the same way. What is risky and faith-building for 
one might not be for another. What’s important is to make things clear, follow up the next 
week, and encourage one another’s growth and transformation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING (5-10 minutes) 
 
Our faith is personal, but it was never designed to be private. One of the most powerful ways 
to grow in your faith is to share what you have learned with someone else.  
 
At the end of the sermon, you were asked to make a written record of God’s faithfulness to 
you. You were given a rock to write a word on. What word did you write on your rock? What’s 
the significance of that word for you? 
 
Who will you share the word on your rock with this week? 
 
 
PRAYER (5 minutes) 
Invite someone to pray over what you have learned, what people will be doing in the coming 
week, and who they will be sharing it with. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to week 2! The goal for this week is not to necessarily cover all the questions and 
discussion points below. Instead, it is about becoming more like Jesus, learning to listen to His 
voice, to put into action what you’ve learned, and to share it with someone else as we root 
ourselves in God’s faithfulness and promises in building a healthy family. 
 
 
CHECK-IN (10-15 minutes) 
Here are some possible starting questions... 

• What are you celebrating?  
• Where did you see God at work this week? 

 
 
OPENING PRAYER (2 minutes) 
Invite someone to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide and speak through each part of the study. 
 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY (10 minutes) 
Last week each person committed to sharing the word they wrote on their rock. Who did you 
share your word with and how did that conversation go? 
 
If someone didn’t do what they committed to do, encourage them to do it this week. 
 
Use this space to jot down how God was at work in your group this past week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 2: WORSHIP 



In this series we are studying Joshua 24:1-15. As Joshua came to the end of his life, he called 
the leaders of Israel together for one final message. First, we want to understand what we are 
studying together in the larger context of the whole chapter. 

• Did anyone have any thoughts or insights from last week’s discussion? 
 
This week, we are only looking at one verse. Reading and studying one verse gives us the 
opportunity to go slower and deeper. Take a minute to read Joshua 24:14 quietly to yourself. 

• How does this verse fit into the larger part of this chapter? 
• What’s one thing that jumped out at you? 
• There’s no agenda to “get it right” during this time. Stay focused on “observation” 

without drifting into interpretation. 
 

Have someone read Joshua 24:14 out loud. 
• Allow 1-2 minutes for everyone, on their own, to underline or circle any key 

observations. 
 
Have a couple of people summarize this verse in your own words. Jot down anything that 
stands out to you, or you want to remember… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERPRETATION (15-20 minutes) 
 
Use your observation to let your curiosity out as you begin to interpret what is written in 
Joshua 24:14. 
 
Allow 5 minutes to create a list of questions about this passage that would help you to unpack 
the significance and meaning in the text. Ask someone to write down the questions. When we 
read Scripture, the first and foremost reason is to know God – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
We want to ask questions that help us to know God and grow in a vital relationship with God. 
One question you can ask of any text is: What does this text reveal about the character and 
heart of God. 
 
Questions about Joshua 24:14: 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________   

 
Now begin spending time looking for answers to the top questions your group landed on. We 
want to explore what the original intent and significance of the text is before turning to 
application. It is easy to stray into opinions or things we’ve heard before, so help keep each 
other in interpretation mode by asking, “Where do we see that in the text?” 
 
Have someone write down the answers for the above questions and include the specific 
Scripture reference used to answer each question. 
 
Interpretation about Joshua 24:14: 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

 



Example of question and answer from Joshua 24:14: 
• Question: What’s the connection between fear and serve? 

 
• Answer: Their ancestors worshipped other gods because they didn’t fear God Almighty, 

and Joshua is calling them to be exclusive in their devotion to God. 
 
Finally, discuss what you think the author hoped the original audience would get from this 
text. 
 
 
APPLICATION (15-20 minutes) 
 
Good application begins with God. The Bible is first and foremost a story about God, who He 
is, and what He is doing. Flowing from that, application allows the biblical text to speak into 
our everyday, ordinary lives. It calls us to action and allows the Holy Spirit to connect the dots 
from what we are reading to our real lives, relationships, and decisions. Each week in this 
series we are looking at what it means to be a part of the family of God and your earthly 
family. 
 
As you decide what the Holy Spirit is leading you to do with what you just learned, make sure 
it’s something concrete you can actually do. Move from “spend more time with God” to 
“spend my first 10 minutes of the day in reading the Bible or praying.” The problem with the 
first one is, you don’t know if you have succeeded. The second one, you will definitively know. 
 
Look back at the answers to your questions. Think about some active response that will 
tangibly express the application this week. It might be from the three points from the sermon 
on Sunday of how to create our homes to be a place of worship: 

1. Infuse awe. 
2. Instill protections. 
3. Inspire fear. 

 
What are you personally going to do this week in light of what the Holy Spirit revealed to you 
about Joshua 24:14? 
      _________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________ 

 
Everyone doesn’t need to apply the text in the same way. What is risky and faith-building for 
one might not be for another. What’s important is to make things clear, follow up the next 
week, and encourage one another’s growth and transformation. 



SHARING (5-10 minutes) 
 
Our faith is personal, but it was never designed to be private. One of the most powerful ways 
to grow in your faith is to share what you have learned with someone else.  
 
At the end of the sermon, we talked about how grace is what teaches our heart to fear, and 
grace relieves our fears. Who can you share your story of receiving God’s grace with this 
week? 
 
 
PRAYER (5 minutes) 
Invite someone to pray over what you have learned, what people will be doing in the coming 
week, and who they will be sharing it with. 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to week 3! The goal for this week is not to necessarily cover all the questions and 
discussion points below. Instead, it is about becoming more like Jesus, learning to listen to His 
voice, to put into action what you’ve learned, and to share it with someone else as we root 
ourselves in God’s faithfulness and promises in building a healthy family. 
 
 
CHECK-IN (10-15 minutes) 
Here are some possible starting questions... 

• What’s one thing you are grateful for from this past week?  
• Did you have an opportunity to encourage someone this past week? If so, what 

happened? 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER (2 minutes) 
Invite someone to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide and speak through each part of the study. 
 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY (10 minutes) 
Last week each person committed to sharing your story of receiving God’s grace with 
someone. How did that conversation go? 
 
If someone didn’t do what they committed to do, encourage them to do it this week. 
 
Use this space to jot down how God was at work in your group this week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 3: FAITHFULNESS 



In this series we are studying Joshua 24:1-15. As Joshua came to the end of his life, he called 
the leaders of Israel together for one final message. We want to understand what we are 
studying together in the larger context of the whole chapter. 
 
Take a minute to read Joshua 24:14-15 quietly to yourself. 

• How does this verse fit into the larger part of this chapter? 
• What’s one thing that jumped out at you? 
• There’s no agenda to “get it right” during this time. Stay focused on “observation” 

without drifting into interpretation. 
 

Have someone read Joshua 24:14-15 out loud. 
• Allow 1-2 minutes for everyone, on their own, to underline or circle any key 

observations. 
• What’s one thing that jumped out at you? 

 
Have a couple of people summarize this verse in your own words. Jot down anything that 
stands out to you, or you want to remember… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERPRETATION (15-20 minutes) 
 
Use your observation to let your curiosity out as you begin to interpret what is written in 
Joshua 24:14-15. 
 
Allow 5 minutes to create a list of questions about this passage that would help you to unpack 
the significance and meaning in the text. Ask someone to write down the questions. When we 
read Scripture, the first and foremost reason is to know God – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
We want to ask questions that help us to know God and grow in a vital relationship with God. 
One question you can ask of any text is: What does this text reveal about the character and 
heart of God. 
 
Questions about Joshua 24:14-15: 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________   

 
Now begin spending time looking for answers to the top questions your group landed on. We 
want to explore what the original intent and significance of the text is before turning to 
application. It is easy to stray into opinions or things we’ve heard before, so help keep each 
other in interpretation mode by asking, “Where do we see that in the text?” 
 
Have someone write down the answers for the above questions and include the specific 
Scripture reference used to answer each question. 
 
Interpretation about Joshua 24:14-15: 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

 



Example of question and answer from Joshua 24:14-15: 
• Question: What’s the connection between faithfulness for the people of Joshua’s day 

verses their ancestors? 
 

• Answer: Their ancestors weren’t faithful to God because they had divided attention, 
they worshipped false gods and wanted to be a part of the family of God. 

 
Finally, discuss what you think the author hoped the original audience would get from this 
text. 
 
 
APPLICATION (15-20 minutes) 
 
Good application begins with God. The Bible is first and foremost a story about God, who He 
is, and what He is doing. Flowing from that, application allows the biblical text to speak into 
our everyday, ordinary lives. It calls us to action and allows the Holy Spirit to connect the dots 
from what we are reading to our real lives, relationships, and decisions. Each week in this 
series we are looking at what it means to be a part of the family of God and your earthly 
family. 
 
As you decide what the Holy Spirit is leading you to do with what you just learned, make sure 
it’s something concrete you can actually do. Move from “be a better disciple” to “I will join a 
serving team a church to make a difference in someone else’s life.” The problem with the first 
one is, you don’t know if you have succeeded. The second one, you will definitively know. 
 
Look back at the answers to your questions. Think about some active responses that will 
tangibly express the application this week. It might be from the sermon on Sunday of 
strengthening faithfulness in your marriage, resolving issues privately, speaking highly of 
others, keeping your commitments, or increasing your trustworthiness  
 
What are you personally going to do this week in light of what the Holy Spirit revealed to you 
about Joshua 24:14-15? 
      _________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________ 

 
Everyone doesn’t need to apply the text in the same way. What is risky and faith-building for 
one might not be for another. What’s important is to make things clear, follow up the next 
week, and encourage one another’s growth and transformation. 
 



SHARING (5-10 minutes) 
 
Our faith is personal, but it was never designed to be private. One of the most powerful ways 
to grow in your faith is to share what you have learned with someone else.  
 
At the end of the sermon, we heard those famous words from Jesus, “well done, good and 
faithful servant!” What does it mean for you today to be faithful over the long haul to one day 
hear those words? 
 
Who will you share the meaning of that phrase with this week? 
 
 
PRAYER (5 minutes) 
Invite someone to pray over what you have learned, what people will be doing in the coming 
week, and who they will be sharing it with. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to week 4! The goal for this week is not to necessarily cover all the questions and 
discussion points below. Instead, it is about becoming more like Jesus, learning to listen to His 
voice, to put into action what you’ve learned, and to share it with someone else as we root 
ourselves in God’s faithfulness and promises in building a healthy family. 
 
 
CHECK-IN (10-15 minutes) 
Here are some possible starting questions... 

• What’s your favorite Bible verse and why? 
 

 
OPENING PRAYER (2 minutes) 
Invite someone to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide and speak through each part of the study. 
 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY (10 minutes) 
Last week each person committed to sharing the meaning of the phrase “well done, good and 
faithful servant!” with someone else. Who did you share your word with and how did that 
conversation go? 
 
If someone didn’t do what they committed to do, encourage them to do it this week. 
 
Use this space to jot down how God was at work in your group this week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 4: SERVANTHOOD 



In this series we are studying Joshua 24:1-15. As Joshua came to the end of his life, he called 
the leaders of Israel together for one final message. We want to understand what we are 
studying together in the larger context of the whole chapter. 
 
Take a minute to read Joshua 24:15 quietly to yourself. 

• How does this verse fit into the larger part of this chapter? 
• What’s one thing that jumped out at you? 
• There’s no agenda to “get it right” during this time. Stay focused on “observation” 

without drifting into interpretation. 
 

Have someone read Joshua 24:15 out loud. 
• Allow 1-2 minutes for everyone, on their own, to underline or circle any key 

observations. 
• What’s one thing that jumped out at you? 

 
Have a couple of people summarize this verse in your own words. Jot down anything that 
stands out to you, or you want to remember… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERPRETATION (15-20 minutes) 
 
Use your observation to let your curiosity out as you begin to interpret what is written in 
Joshua 24:15. 
 
Allow 5 minutes to create a list of questions about this passage that would help you to unpack 
the significance and meaning in the text. Ask someone to write down the questions. When we 
read Scripture, the first and foremost reason is to know God – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
We want to ask questions that help us to know God and grow in a vital relationship with God. 
One question you can ask of any text is: What does this text reveal about the character and 
heart of God. 
 
Questions about Joshua 24:15: 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________   

 
Now begin spending time looking for answers to the top questions your group landed on. We 
want to explore what the original intent and significance of the text is before turning to 
application. It is easy to stray into opinions or things we’ve heard before, so help keep each 
other in interpretation mode by asking, “Where do we see that in the text?” 
 
Have someone write down the answers for the above questions and include the specific 
Scripture reference used to answer each question. 
 
Interpretation about Joshua 24:15: 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

• _________________________________________________ 

 



Example of question and answer from Joshua 24:15: 
• Question: Why would serving the Lord seem undesirable to them? 

 
• Answer: They were used to serving multiple gods and Joshua was calling them to be 

exclusive in their worship of God. 
 
Finally, discuss what you think the author hoped the original audience would get from this 
text. 
 
 
APPLICATION (15-20 minutes) 
 
Good application begins with God. The Bible is first and foremost a story about God, who He 
is, and what He is doing. Flowing from that, application allows the biblical text to speak into 
our everyday, ordinary lives. It calls us to action and allows the Holy Spirit to connect the dots 
from what we are reading to our real lives, relationships, and decisions. Each week in this 
series we are looking at what it means to be a part of the family of God and your earthly 
family. 
 
As you decide what the Holy Spirit is leading you to do with what you just learned, make sure 
it’s something concrete you can actually do. Move from “I want to start loving my neighbors” 
to “I will invite one family from my neighborhood over for dinner on Saturday.” The problem 
with the first one is, you don’t know if you have succeeded. The second one, you will 
definitively know. 
 
Look back at the answers to your questions. Think about some active response that will 
tangibly express the application this week. It might be from the three questions from the 
sermon on Sunday of how a family serves the Lord: 

1. What are your family’s habits? 
2. Who does your family imitate? 
3. What does your family talk about? 

 
What are you personally going to do this week in light of what the Holy Spirit revealed to you 
about Joshua 24:15? 
      _________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________ 

Everyone doesn’t need to apply the text in the same way. What is risky and faith-building for 
one might not be for another. What’s important is to make things clear, follow up the next 
week and encourage one another’s growth and transformation. 



SHARING (5-10 minutes) 
 
Our faith is personal, but it was never designed to be private. One of the most powerful ways 
to grow in your faith is to share what you have learned with someone else.  
 
Every one of us has a decision to make – whom will I serve? What’s your decision? If you’re 
single or you live alone, who will you share your decision with? If you’re married, have kids, or 
live with others, who will you share your decision with? 
 
 
PRAYER (5 minutes) 
Invite someone to pray over what you have learned, what people will be doing in the coming 
week, and who they will be sharing it with. 
 
 
 


